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experimenting with his environment, so ego-centric, as
Piaget would say, that though his imaginative and imi-
tative play teaches him a great deal about his social environ-
ment, he does not want to feel one with the community
and share their thoughts and feelings.
It is later, somewhere round about seven, that the
tendency to join others in play and occupations and even
to sacrifice much in order to play with them becomes
apparent.    Xow arise all those fashions with which teachers
are so familiar and which seem to have an irrational hold
on some men and women for the rest of their lives.   Thus
a boy must have exactly the same kind of bag as the rest
of his class;   a girl the same kind of red ink pen;   the
same slang is heard everywhere and for a quality that
is not popular in his class, a child may resent even praise.
Again, a child with highly developed sympathetic imagin-
ation will fail to feel sympathy with a teacher or a classmate
whom the class dislikes, while the least imitative will ape the
fashions and manners of the group leader, though he may be
far less intelligent or educated than many of his imitators.
Nor is it only feelings that are caught and acts that are
imitated, for all of us accept ideas without demanding
logical proof and, when under the influence of a strong
leader, the crowd seems capable of accepting any state-
ment.   This power of accepting unproved statements is
called ' suggestibility' and the accepter is said to be under
the influence of suggestion.
After a term at boarding-school an averagely intelligent
boy came home to a musical, international and polyglot
family with the following ideas held tenaciously and pro-
claimed ad nauseam, ' It's all bunk to work for the League
of Nations '; ' only softies play the piano'; * it's no good
swotting over Latin unless you are going to be a school-
Blaster—Englishmen needn't bother to learn languages *,
This sudden change of attitude throws a good deal of light
on the working of the Immature mind.

